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centralisation now practised in Austria has need, for the
attainment of its objects, of a livelier organic connection
with a robuster hegemony in Germany.    Ultramontane
efforts just now go hand in hand with those of the Vienna
Cabinet   Prussia's powerful position in Germany is the
hardest and heaviest   stumbling-block to both;   its im-
portance diminishes in proportion to the increase of the
difference between Prussia's and Austria's respective physi-
cal forces, as that difference comes to resemble the contrast
between the powers of Prussia and Bavaria . . . Therefore,
putting aside all other considerations connected with the
Eastern question, we can only consent to an Austrian
territorial increment if we obtain at least as considerable
an   augmentation  of territory as   that  accorded to the
Empire.   Should Austria go to war with Russia she will
not be able for any length of time to refrain from participa-
tion in the projects entertained by the Western Powers with
respect to a restoration of Poland.   Hitherto those projects
have never been honourably scouted in London and Paris,
and will, sooner or later, be brought forward resolutely as
the only means of effecting a permanent curtailment of
Russia's power,   Austria's interests are less adverse to the
restoration of Poland than those of Prussia or Russia; they
are, indeed, scarcely of such moment as to induce Austria,
after having   broken with  Russia,  to fall out with the
Western Powers.    I am of opinion that, had Austria to
choose between Galicia and the Principalities, she would
select the latter, which are more accessible to the German
language and administration than are the Polish provinces ;
their population, moreover, is inoffensive; they are  sus-
ceptible of ample development, and, geographically as well
as commercially, suit Austria a great deal   better than.
Galicia, which is stuck on to the Empire outside the Car*
pathians, and, with its open frontiers, is at the mercy alike